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 The Howler 
Cary American Legion Post 67, (Nov.,  2021) 

Commanders Corner:  

 Greetings to the members of Cary American 

Legion Post 67, Auxiliary Unit 67 & Sons of The Ameri-

can Legion Squadron 67.  

    The holidays are approaching and 2021 is coming to 

a close at a rapid pace. Our November General 

Meeting will be on November 9th at 7pm on Zoom 

and in person for those who wish to come out. We 

will not have a meal at this meeting. 

    Our General meeting for December will be on De-

cember 4th, Saturday from 2pm to 4pm at the post. 

We will be having a dinner of ham, turkey and the 

trimmings. The cost looks like $10.00 to $12.00 per 

person. More information will be coming but put that 

date on your calendar.  

   On November 11, 2021, Veterans Day, please join 

us at the Veterans Freedom Memorial Park at 11am, 

1517 North Harrison Ave, Cary NC for a ceremony 

emceed by District C Councilmember Jack Smith hon-

oring veterans of all wars and conflicts. The ceremony 

will feature remarks from Cary Town Council mem-

bers, special guest speakers from local veteran organ-

izations, and patriotic music from the Old North State 

Brass Band. This has been a great event so bring the 

family and grandkids.  

   The Cary American Legion Auxiliary Unit 67 is partic-

ipating in the Heart of the Holidays 10th Annual Gift-

ing Tree project. Starting Saturday, December 4th, 

thru Sunday January 2, 2022.       

   You can Stroll along S. Academy Street as it is trans-

formed into a dazzling Christmas tree display. Local 

families, schools, and organizations decorate their 

tree in a competition to win a donation (provided by 

The Mayton Inn) to the nonprofit group of their 

choice.  This year, in honor of the 10th anniversary, 

they will have prizes for the top three trees.    But you 

must vote. We will inform everyone when the vote 

begins and where and how.  If you are interested in 

helping decorate the tree or have ideas for decora-

tions contact Jo Spyrison at jgspyrison@gmail.com. 

 

 

The 

Tree 

From 

2020 

mailto:jgspyrison@gmail.com
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    We are looking forward to planning 2022. We 

would love to get back to in person meetings in Janu-

ary 2022. More information will be coming.  

    Next spring, we will be having our elections of offic-

ers for 2022-2023.  Several current officers have de-

cided not to seek reelection.   I am informing you now 

so you can be thinking of being part of the Post Exec-

utive Committee.  If you are interested in a position, 

please reach out to me and I will be happy to meet 

with you to discuss available positions their responsi-

bilities. 

   I will be sending out the Zoom information for next 

Tuesday’s meeting on Sunday so watch for the email.  

Your Commander, 

Richard Spyrison 

 

First Vice Commander’s Corner 

Food Drive for DORCAS Ministry on Wednesday, No-

vember 17th, 11:00am to 4:00pm. Location is the 

Food Lion at Parkway Pointe in Cary, corner of Cary 

Parkway and Old Apex Rd.  On Saturday, November 

20th, the Post will be open to drop off food items 

from 9:00 to 12:00am.  

I need your help! We need to perform Buddy Checks 

with our fellow Post 67 Veterans.  Please let me know 

If you would like to volunteer to call your fellow vet-

erans.   

How are you?  How are you doing? 
 

 

Buddy Check is when we check on each other just be-

cause we can.  If you need assistance, have concerns 

or just want to talk, contact your fellow veterans of 

the American Legion.  

1-800-373-TALK is the VA Crisis Veterans Hotline. Put 

this on your mobile phone just in case you or some-

one you know needs it.  

From my family to my Post 67 family I am hoping you 

all will have a safe and joyful holiday. 

Your First Vice Commander, 

Wayne Leazer 
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Second Vice Commander’s Corner 

Oratorical Contest for 2022:  
High school students of Cary, NC have been invited by 
Post 67 of The American Legion to compete in the 
annual American Legion High School Oratorical Schol-
arship Program.  The invitation to enter the competi-
tion was extended  by Post Commander Richard 
Spyrison. 
 
The subject in the prepared oration portion of the 
contest must be about some phase of the Constitu-
tion of the United States, emphasizing the duties and 
obligations of a citizen to the U.S. government.   
 
The Post 67 Oratorical Contest will be held on January 
8, 2022.  We will need Judges, Score Keepers, Escorts, 
Tabulators, Time Keepers and an audience.  Please let 
me know if you are interested in volunteering for this 
important event.  For addition information, please 
also visit legion.org/oratorical. 
 
Your Second Vice Commander, 
David Christiansen 

 

Post Chaplain’s Corner 

When we take the time to stop and enjoy the world 
around us, we find God's beautiful creation every-
where.  For no matter where we may live beauty sur-
rounds us!  “He has made everything beautiful in its 
time. He has also set eternity in the human heart; yet 
no one can fathom what God has done from begin-
ning to end.”                   (Ecclesiastes 3:11)  
 
It is especially beautiful this time of year!  So why 
not take a few moments today and enjoy God's FALL 
creation! It will make you feel blessed to live in such a 
beautiful land. 

 

           AUTUMN IS NATURE'S MASTERPIECE 
 

            Autumn is Nature's masterpiece 
            when every tree's aglow; 

            Before the leaves have fallen 
            And the hills are white with snow. 

 

            The bounty of the harvest 
            is a treasure to behold, 

            For the fruits of our labor 
            Are more valuable than gold. 

 
            There's a change in the weather 

            that fills the heart with cheer; 
            With the holidays approaching 

            In the twilight of the year. 
 

            There's a feeling of thanksgiving 
            that comes to one and all; 

            When we count our many blessings 
            As the leaves begin to fall. 

 
                                       Clay Harrison (author) 

Your Post Chaplain, 

Marie 
Faulkner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Post 67 Members: To all new Post 67 members, 

thank you for joining. You are encouraged to pur-

chase Legion hats and shirts from Emblem Sales so 

when we are at Legion meetings or taking part in a 

Community activity, you will be in uniform. For Color 

Guard, Rifle Detail, funerals and other more formal 

activities, the uniform will be your Legion hat, gray 

pants, white shirt and blue jacket with tie, black shoes 

and socks. At other times the Legion hat, a polo or 

golf type shirt with the Legion emblem is worn by 

most Legionnaires. This may be called Business Casual 

dress. Emblem Sales can be reached at https://

www.legion.org/promos/230360/shop-online Need 

help, contact a PEC member.  
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Post 67 Supports Repatriation of  

First Lieutenant James Wright 

(Pictures and details provided by Shelton Faircloth, 

Post Financial Officer) 

World War II MIA, U.S. Army First Lieutenant James 

Earl Wright, missing in action for decades was 

brought home Oct. 8 to a hero’s welcome. On Oct 

12., 1st Lt. Wright was laid to rest at the Worley Cem-

etery near his hometown of Lumber Bridge, North 

Carolina.  

“James E. Wright made the ultimate sacrifice to de-

fend our nation, and we are grateful for his dedica-

tion to duty and selfless commitment to coun-

try,” said Governor Roy Cooper. “Our thoughts are 

with his family as they welcome him home one last 

time and hopefully receive some closure from his re-

turn. No matter what, we remain committed to bring-

ing every North Carolinian back to our state regard-

less of how long it takes. “ 
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Post 67 Junior Shooting Sports Program 

Resumes Practice at the Post 

(Pictures and details provided by David Christiansen, 

Second Vice Commander, and Chief Benjamin Heath, 

NJROTC, Cary High School)  

 The Post 67 Junior Shooting Sports Program 

athletes have resumed practice in the Post facility.    

 The program goals are to provide an oppor-

tunity for young people to learn firearms safety and 

basic marksmanship. To introduce the shooting sports 

to community members and educate them about 

shooting. To provide shooting competitions for ex-

isting and beginning shooting programs. To use the 

shooting sports as a vehicle to help young people de-

velop discipline, concentration, sportsmanship, and 

responsibility.  
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Post Commander Spyrison and Post 

Chaplain Faulkner Participate in the NC 

Veterans Ceremony Nov 6, 2021 

(Pictures provided by Richard Spyrison, Post 67 Com-

mander, and Curtis Leary, Post 67 Public Relations)  

Your Post Chaplain, Marie Faulkner, delivered the 

opening prayer for the Veterans Ceremony on No-

vember 6, after the Veterans Parade in Raleigh. Your 

Post Commander, Richard Spyrison then delivered a  

speech praising  all veterans.  Terry Westbrook, Depu-

ty Secretary, North Carolina  Department of Military 

and Veterans Affairs, and the Governor  of North Car-

olina,  Roy Cooper, also spoke at the event. 

Chaplain Marie Faulkner  

Commander Spyrison  

 

 

 

 

 

Deputy Secretary Terry Westbrook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Governor Roy Cooper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Governor Cooper and Commander Spyrison 
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Post 67 Officers & Phone Numbers:  
Richard Spyrison, Post Cmdr.: 919-441-8295  
Wayne Leazer, 1st Vice Cmdr.: 919-319-9062  
David Christiansen, 2nd Vice Cmdr.:919-694-5015  
Ray Martin, Post Adjutant: 919-481-4811  
Shelton Faircloth, Financial Officer: 919-539-1421 
Tim Kenny, Athletic Officer: 919-481-4811—X7  
Marie Faulkner, Post Chaplain: 919-851-9838  
Eugene Meyle, Post Service Officer: 417-234-7608 
Dennis Tackett, Post Historian:703-340-9941.  
Curtis Leary, Public Relations: 919-270-2136  

 

Post 67 Home Address:  

8523 Chapel Hill Rd., Cary, NC 27513  
Post Home Phone: 919-481-4811  
Post Home Web Page: https://www.alncpost67.org 
Facebook Page:  
https://www.facebook.com/alncpost67.org  
Cary Post 67 Legion Base Ball:  
https:/www.carypost67baseball.com/  
 

Post 67 Meeting date and time:  

Second Tuesday of each month start ing at 7 PM at 

the Post Home. The Post Executive Committee (PEC) 

meets on the first Tuesday of each month at 6:30 PM 

at the Post Home. Members are invited to come and 

speak of any concerns or recommendations concern-

ing Legion business at that time. Post meetings may 

be held using Zoom from time to time due to the vi-

ruses and guidelines so be on the lookout for an-

nouncements via email. If you need assistance in 

setting up your computer, or Pad for Zoom meetings, 

please contact a PEC member.  

 

Editor Dennis Tackett - My first edition 

This is my first Howler edition.  I want to thank Curtis 

Leary for his guidance as I take on this task.   

 

News & Information 

VA Survivor Kit 

Please take a few moments and check out this web 
site, and PLEASE share the information with your 
spouse OR other loved one!  

Scan this QR code or use the link for more infor-
mation: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.benefits.va.gov/BENEFITS/docs/VASurvivorsKit.pdf  

 

Veteran’s Day Discounts 

Free meals, haircuts, Bed and Breakfasts, and tons of 
discounts for Veterans.   

Scan this QR code or use the link for more infor-
mation: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://blogs.va.gov/VAntage/96530/veterans-day-2021-

discounts/  

Editor: Dennis Tackett 

Articles should be sent to Dennis no later than the 

Thursday morning following our PEC meeting on 

the 1st Tuesday of the month. 

tackett.dennis@gmail.com 

https://www.benefits.va.gov/BENEFITS/docs/VASurvivorsKit.pdf
https://blogs.va.gov/VAntage/96530/veterans-day-2021-discounts/
https://blogs.va.gov/VAntage/96530/veterans-day-2021-discounts/
https://blogs.va.gov/VAntage/96530/veterans-day-2021-discounts/
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Veterans Can Apply to Become 
Wildland Firefighters 

 

Squads work on fire mitigation and fuels reduction 
projects on public lands, giving back to the surround-
ing communities. Veterans must be flexible, adapta-
ble and able to work in a fluid, changing work envi-
ronment. 

The program is open to Veterans ages 18-35 who can 

meet a host of qualifications. Veterans must also pass 

a three-mile hike with 45 pounds in 45 minutes. 

Training locations are in Georgia and Tennessee. Ap-

plications are open thru December or until positions 

are filled.  

Scan the QR code or use the link for more infor-

mation: 

 

 

  

 

 

https://blogs.va.gov/VAntage/96202/post-9-11-veterans-can-

apply-to-become-wildland-firefighter/?

utm_source=VetResources&utm_medium=email&utm_id=VetR

esources+Oct+20+2021  

Here is Post  67 webpage QR code: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.alncpost67.org 

 

 

The American Legion  

Department of North Carolina  

is Hiring a Program Director 
For more information scan this QR  code or use the 

link: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://nclegion.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Program-
Director-Job-Listing.pdf  

 
Joke Corner: 

How to Secure a Building—Each Service 
 
Ask the Army to secure a building and they will set up 
a perimeter around it and make sure nobody gets 
out. 
Ask the Marines to secure a building and they will 
charge in, kill everybody inside, and then set up de-
fenses to make sure nobody gets in. 
Ask the Navy to secure a building and they will turn 
off all the lights and lock all the doors at 1700. 
Ask the Air Force to secure a building and they will 

sign a 10 year lease with an option to buy. 

Purpose and Mission of  

The American Legion 

As the nation’s largest wartime veterans service or-
ganization, the American Legion is devoted to mutu-
al helpfulness, and is committed to: 

• mentoring youth and sponsorship of whole-
some programs in our communities, 

• advocating patriotism and honor, 

• promoting strong national security, 

• continued devotion to our fellow service 
members and veterans. 

https://blogs.va.gov/VAntage/96202/post-9-11-veterans-can-apply-to-become-wildland-firefighter/?utm_source=VetResources&utm_medium=email&utm_id=VetResources+Oct+20+2021
https://blogs.va.gov/VAntage/96202/post-9-11-veterans-can-apply-to-become-wildland-firefighter/?utm_source=VetResources&utm_medium=email&utm_id=VetResources+Oct+20+2021
https://blogs.va.gov/VAntage/96202/post-9-11-veterans-can-apply-to-become-wildland-firefighter/?utm_source=VetResources&utm_medium=email&utm_id=VetResources+Oct+20+2021
https://blogs.va.gov/VAntage/96202/post-9-11-veterans-can-apply-to-become-wildland-firefighter/?utm_source=VetResources&utm_medium=email&utm_id=VetResources+Oct+20+2021
https://www.alncpost67.org/
https://nclegion.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Program-Director-Job-Listing.pdf
https://nclegion.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Program-Director-Job-Listing.pdf
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VA Prepares to Get Ahead of Surge in 

Backlogged Claims 

(Provided by Gene Meyle, Post Service Officer) 

Starting in October, the Department of Veterans 
Affairs will hire and train new staff to ensure Veter-
ans’ claims are adjudicated quickly and help reduce 
an expected increase in the backlog of claims pending 
more than 125 days. VA is taking the following proac-
tive steps to help in the reduction: 

Hire and train 2,000 new employees to assist in 
claims processing. 

Leverage authority to transfer CARES funding to 
VBA and utilize the American Rescue Plan to 
fund overtime to ensure timely claims pro-
cessing.  

Deploy requested Fiscal Year 2022 budget re-
sources to support Agent Orange presump-
tive processing, as well as for general Com-
pensation and Pension claims processing. 

  
As of October 11, there were more than 
204,000 backlog claims in an inventory of 603,000 
total claims. VA identified more than 70,000 claims to 
review for additional entitlement stemming from the 
presumptive relationship between Agent Orange and 
Parkinsonism, bladder cancer, and hypothyroidism. 
Many of these will enter the backlog in October, 
which is projected to reach 260,000 pending claims. 
  

VA Will Start Collecting Over-payment 

and Medical Co-pays 

 

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is restarting 

over-payment notices for new debts and debts that 

were paused during the COVID-19 pandemic from 

April 6, 2020, through Sept. 30, 2021. Although debt 

collections and collections on medical copayments 

restarted on Oct. 1, 2021, VA will not begin to deduct 

debts from benefits payments until January 2022. Op-

tions to request debt relief due to financial hardship 

will be included in debt notification letters that will be 

sent to veterans.  

 

WWII Poster 

Conditions for Disability Claims Expand 

The VA is now processing disability claims for chronic 

asthma, rhinitis, and sinusitis (to include rhinosinusi-

tis). Veterans who served in Southwest Asia after Aug. 

2, 1990, or Afghanistan, Uzbekistan, Syria, or Djibouti 

after Sept. 19, 2001, may now be eligible for disability 

compensation.   

For more information scan this QR  code or use the 

link: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://blogs.va.gov/VAntage/92772/va-to-start-processing-

disability-claims-for-certain-conditions-related-to-particulate-

matter/  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTExMDQuNDgzNzE5ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy52YS5nb3YvZGlzYWJpbGl0eS9ob3ctdG8tZmlsZS1jbGFpbS8ifQ.4yieGrAUJA2BZJLbceWZVk9_hwq4oZ15eRNH4mCik
https://blogs.va.gov/VAntage/92772/va-to-start-processing-disability-claims-for-certain-conditions-related-to-particulate-matter/
https://blogs.va.gov/VAntage/92772/va-to-start-processing-disability-claims-for-certain-conditions-related-to-particulate-matter/
https://blogs.va.gov/VAntage/92772/va-to-start-processing-disability-claims-for-certain-conditions-related-to-particulate-matter/
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Important Dates 

Nov 9, 7:00pm General Meeting, Zoom 

Nov 11, 11am Veterans Day Ceremony, Veterans Freedom Memorial Park,  Cary, NC 

Nov 12, 11am-2pm Daughters of the American Revolution Dinner, First Methodist Church, 

Cary, NC 

Nov 17, 11am-4pm Post 67 Food Drive for DORCAS Ministries, Food Lion @ Parkway Pointe, 

Cary, NC 

Nov 20, 9:00am– 12:00noon—Accepting Food at Post and then deliver to DORCAS 

Dec 4, 2pm-4pm  General Meeting and Dinner, Post 

Dec 4—Jan 2, Annual Gifting Tree Project, Downtown Cary, Please Donate and Vote 

Jan 8   Post 67 High School Oratorical Contest, Westwood Baptist Church, Cary, NC (Need 

volunteers) 

Mar 17-19 VEAC, Herb Young Community Center, Cary, NC (Need volunteers, setup on Mar 

16th) 

 


