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To all who will be celebrating a birthday or anniversary 

in February I send good wishes. With Valentine’s Day 

approaching our thoughts turn to our love ones who have 

been supporting us all these years, in good times and bad, 

whether deployed overseas or just apart for whatever rea-

son. We send our love and gratitude. 

Our membership is growing. We have a lot of new mem-

bers who have joined us and many who were transferred 

in from the NC State Legion Post 1981. 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome every-

one to our family of Veterans and families. I invite you to 

attend our meetings to share your ideas and experiences 

that will help facilitate the growth of our Post.  
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Valentine’s Day 2020 

The modern cliché Valentine's Day poem can be found in the collection of English nursery rhymes Gammer Gur-

ton's Garland (1784):  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The rose is red, the violet's blue, 
The honey's sweet, and so are you.  

Thou art my love and I am thine; 
I drew thee to my Valentine: 

The lot was cast and then I drew, 
And Fortune said it shou'd be you." 
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We have a lot of fun events coming up this spring, in-

cluding our first Open House on March 7th from 1400 

hours to 1630 hours (2PM to 4:30PM).  

We are also planning a Post/Auxiliary wide Yard Sale to 

raise funds for the Post/Unit and our programs. More on 

this in March so save you stuff and donate it to the post. 

Some alarming news came to my attention recently. At 

the end of the Vietnam War we lost 58,220 brothers and 

sisters. It was recently announced the number of veter-

an’s suicides has now surpassed that number and is 

growing each day.  We, as a family of Veterans need to 

keep our brothers and sisters in our thoughts. So, I am 

asking for every one of us to pay attention and assist in 

any way possible when someone is reaching out for help. 

The National Suicide Prevention Lifeline is 1-800-273-

8255 available 24 hours every day.  

We are a group of Veterans Helping Veterans. 

 

Post 67 Officers & Phone Numbers: 

Richard Spyrison, Post Cmdr.: 919-441-8295 

Wayne Leazer, 1st Vice Cmdr.: 919-319-9062 

David Christiansen, 2nd Vice Cmdr.:919-694-5015 

Ray Martin, Post Adjutant: 919-481-4811 

Shelton Faircloth, Financial Officer: 919-539-1421 

Tim Kenny, Athletic Officer: 919-481-4811—X7 

Maria Faulkner, Post Chaplain: 919-851-9838 

David Kinnamont, Sergeant-At-Arms: 919-508-7939 

Post Service Officer, Eugene Meyle: 417-234-7608 

Curtis Leary, Public Relations: 919-270-2136 

We still need a Judge Advocate and Historian so if you 

are interested in either of these PEC positions, please no-

tify the Post Commander. 

 

President Trump’s Veterans’ HOT LINE number (1- 
855- 948- 2311). If you need to get something done, 
call the Hotline. 

 

Marie Faulkner: Chaplain’s Corner:  

February 3 is Four Chaplains Day in the USA. This day 

commemorates the events of February 3, 1943, when 
the troop ship USAT Dorchester sank. Dorchester left 
New York on January 23, 1943, carrying four chaplains 
and about 900 others as part of a convoy of three ships. 

In the midst of World War II, the Dorchester, moving 
troops from America to Europe, was approaching 
Greenland when it was torpedoed by a German subma-
rine just after midnight on February 3, 1943. Within 
twenty minutes of being struck, it plunged beneath the 
black and icy waters of the North Atlantic.  

In those twenty minutes, with the pitch dark, the cries 
of the wounded coming from every direction, and the 
severe lurching of the ship as it filled with water, chaos 
and pandemonium reigned. But four chaplains (Lt. Al-
exander Goode, a Jewish Rabbi; Lt. Clark Poling, 
Dutch Reform; Lt. George Fox, Methodist; and Lt. 
John Washington, a Catholic priest) took charge and 
quickly brought a sense of calm and assurance to the 
soldiers aboard the sinking ship. 

The chaplains moved among the soldiers, “calming the 
frightened, tending the wounded and guiding the disori-
ented toward safety.” One survivor testified, “I could 
hear men crying, pleading, and praying. I could also 
hear the chaplains preaching courage. Their voices 
were the only thing that kept me going.” They helped 
the men get into life jackets and off the boat. And when 
the life jackets finally ran out, these four Army chap-
lains took off their own vests and gave them to other 
soldiers to make sure they would be safe (only 230 of 
the 902 on board survived). 

As the Dorchester finally slipped beneath the frigid 
Arctic waters, survivors in the lifeboats testified that 
the last thing they saw was the four chaplains standing 
together on the submerging deck – a Jew, a Methodist, 
a Catholic, and a Dutch Reformed – their arms locked 
together and their voices raised in prayer and song as 
the ship forever slipped beneath the freezing waters.  

What these four had in common is that they were all 
chaplains; all four loved and served God; and all four 
voluntarily sacrificed their own lives to help soldiers 
survive the sinking of the U.S.A.T (United States Army 
Transport) Dorchester. The story of these heroic Chap-
lains is a picture of brotherly love. 

The four chaplains were posthumously awarded the Purple 
Heart and the Distinguished Service Cross on December 19, 
1944. In 1948, President Harry Truman arranged for a spe-
cial postage stamp to memorialize the four. 

On January 18, 1961, the United States Congress and Presi-
dent Eisenhower awarded the four chaplains a one-time Spe-
cial Medal for Heroism, intended as the equivalent of the 
Medal of Honor. 

We, too, should be grateful for the sacrifice of the valiant 
men and women from throughout our nation’s history who 
have been willing to lay down their lives to protect our na-
tion and the God-given freedoms we enjoy. 

Chaplain Marie 
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2nd Vice Cmdr.: No Report at this time. 

Post Finance Officer: No Report at this time. 

Post Athletic Officer: No Report at this time. 

Post Service Officer: No Report at this time. 

 

The below info in blue was posted last month but be-
cause we have new members I decided to repeat it 
again for their benefit. 

Reminder—Change in our Preamble:  A resolution 
approved by National has lead to a change in our Pre-
amble: Instead of the Great Wars it is now All Wars. 

Points to Ponder: There are 25 Districts in NC and we 
are in District 11.  There are five Divisions and we are 
in Division III.  See maps on NCLegion.org. 

Protocol:   

 When you approach the podium, always approach on 
the USA flag side, stop and give the flag a salute, 
then go on.  When returning to your seat, stop and 
salute the flag and then return to your seat.  

 Never do business with members between the flags 
as this is sacred ground.  Follow #1 then do business 
with those at the Podium or at the table. 

 

 

 

 

NC Veterans Council Meeting, Monday, February 
24th at 1 PM, VFW Headquarters building, Raleigh. 

Chamber Reverse Car Raffle and Silent Auction is 
February 26th starting at 5 PM at the Prestonwood 
Country Club. $15 per person but plenty to eat and 
drink plus fun time. 

Governors Working Group (GWG): February 27th at 
1330 hours. Location - the National Guard Headquar-
ters, Raleigh. Register on line. Free meeting. 

Division III Oratorical Contest to be held on February 
8th at 1300 hours at the Old Guilford Co Courthouse in 
Greensboro.  The State Oratorical contest to be held 
on March 7th at12:00 PM, Sandhills Community Col-
lege, Pinehurst.  

Cary Chamber of Commerce Business After Hours: 
Thursday, March 19, 2020 5:00 PM - 7:00 DesignEle-
ment/Signarama, 972 Trinity Road, Raleigh, NC 27607. 
Please go on line and register if going. This is a free 
event for Chamber members. See you there. 

Yard Sale at Post 67:  

April 18th from 6 AM to 4 PM. 

 

1st Vice Commander Report: 

Get ready for some Spring cleaning!!! Search your at-
tic, your garage and your house for items that can find a 
new purpose with someone else. Post 67 is planning a 
Yard Sale Fund Raiser at post with proceeds to be 
shared by the Legion and Auxiliary.  

Friday, 17 April from 8a to 4p collect items (24 April 
rain date) 

Saturday, 18 April from 6a to 3p yard sale (25 April 
rain date) 

Not only are we asking you to donate items to sell be 
we also need volunteers to help during the event. We 
need your smiling faces and helping hands to pull this 
off. We are also asking for  people with pick-up trucks 
to help shuttle items that are not sold over to Dorcas. 
Please contact Wayne Leazer at (919)-319-9062 if you 
would like to help. 

Served as tabulator at Post 67 Oratorical Contest on 
January 18th. 

Submitted by: 

Wayne Leazer 

 

Dinner Menu for our February meet-
ing will be a a group of fire fighters 
cooking for us, Chicken Parmesan for 
the main course and the Post will pro-
vide tea, coffee, water and such.  Not 
sure what dessert will be.   

 

 

Fund Raising:  I am open for suggestions of having a 
Fund Raiser 1st quarter of 2020. Send me an email or 
talk with me. Do you want to eat out again at another 
restaurant?  If so, which one? gssi36@earthlink.net. 

Oratorical Chairman David Christiansen is going over 
the rules of the contest. Sybil & Judy are the Timers. 

Coming Events 
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Contestant Ben McKay, his dad next to him, David 

Christiansen and Post Commander Richard Spyrison. 

We started out with three contestants but ended up with 

just one, who by default, was the winner of our Oratori-

cal Contest.  Ben McKay, a homeschooled senior com-

peted in the 11th District contest.  The Post Contest was 

held at the Cary Chamber of Commerce building and we 

appreciate the use of the facilities. Thank you Howard 

Johnson and the Chamber staff. 

The 11th District Chairman Mike Sayers on the left, Ben 

McKay the second runner up, next to Ben is the young 

lady that won followed by the third runner up and Bo 

Durham, District 11 Commander far right. 

 

 

 

Photo of all six contestants from various Posts. 

Photo of contestants and Apex Mayor holding a certifi-

cate, two Oratorical judges in the middle and in front is 

Bo Durham, District 11 Commander, Patricia Harris, Al-

ternate National Executive Committeeman and Dr. Sean 

VanPalladant, Vice District 11 Commander, taken from 

above at the Apex Community Center.  
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A new Buick is waiting for the last ticket to be drawn at 

the Reverse Car Raffle to be held on February 26, 2020 

at the Prestonwood Country Club. Raffle tickets are $100 

each and will be good for two people to attend plus the 

Silent Auction with gifts from local business. Lots of 

great food and drinks at no charge.  If you own a busi-

ness and donate a gift of $25 or more, a free ticket to at-

tend is yours.  Contact Curtis Leary, our Chamber repre-

sentative for details.  He will be there working a Silent 

Auction table. 

Curtis helping Richard replace broken and loose floor 

tile at the Post Home.  It was a job but we did it. The 

floor tile we have is now discontinued so we had to shop 

around for tile that would somewhat match. While our 

old tile was 12”X12” square,  Nowdays new tiles are 

about an 1/8” smaller so you will notice a larger grout 

seam than on existing tiles. 

This time we put two coats of sealer on the floor whereas 

the existing tiles do not appear to have had any sealer. 

This is the first coat. This may be the reason the tiles 

came loose in the first place due to moisture and changes 

in room temperature and the temperature of the poured 

concrete floor. James at Home Depot was very helpful in 

selecting what to use including sealer, paste and grout. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for someone to take over The Howler.  I have 

been doing this newsletter going on four years, more 

of less and it’s very time consuming. So if you like do-

ing this type of stuff, please contact me.   Curtis 
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Second coat of sealer dried and now installing the tiles. 

Jared Martin, an SAL member in red shirt applying paste 

to tile, Richard on knees applying paste and tiles and Cur-

tis helping out. We allowed three days drying time before 

applying grout.   

Grout applied and taking a break eating a well deserved 

chili lunch. Thank you Auxiliary for the great lunch. Next 

we will apply the finishing touch, sealing the grout at a 

later date when the grout is good and dry. 

 

 

 

Wisdom:  Caught Red Handed - tomatoes 

During colonial days most everyone provided food for 

their families by having large gardens and raising many 

animals. The animals were allowed to eat off the land and 

were not always kept contained in fenced areas. It was not 

uncommon for animals to stray over to a neighboring 

farm. This could be a real nuisance and if irritated enough 

a neighbor may take one of the stray animals for himself.  

A missing animal could usually be identified by the own-

er, that is unless the captured animal  has been butchered 

and the meat already hung in a smokehouse for curing. If 

the owner realizes that an animal is missing quickly 

enough and if the owner begins the search soon enough, 

he may catch the thief before he has time to wash the evi-

dence off his hands. Thus began the expression of being 

“Caught Red Handed”. 

Witt: 

Neighbor - “Bubba, how did you get that nasty gash on 

your head?” 

Bubba - “My wife got upset and threw tomatoes at me.” 

Neighbor – “It is hard to believe that tomatoes could 

made such a gash.” 

Bubba – “They were still in the can.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor: Curtis Leary 

Articles should be sent to me no later than the Thursday morning 

following our PEC meeting on the 1st Tuesday of the month. 

Thank you. 
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Governors Working Group meeting at the National Guard Headquarters building.  Ray Martin at far left 

Students shooting for the Legion Shooters Contest. Witnessed by David Christiansen and Gene Meyle. 
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Post 67 Oratorical Contest photos. 

Top photo is the Oratorical Chairman 

David Christiansen explaining the pro-

cess and the Time Keepers Sybil Leary 

and Judy Stancil. 

 

Middle photo: Frank Stancil as Judge, 

Barry Biagini, Photo taker, Wayne 

Leazer and Lannie as Tabulators and Jo 

Spyrison looking on. Visitors in back. 

 

Last photo: Contestants dad far left, on 

right is Marie  Flaukner, Post 67 Chap-

lain, a Judge and Richard Spyrison, Post 

67 commander. 

 

Sorry this is out of sequence but forgot I 

had taken these so am adding them any-

way. 


