
 1 

 

 

 

 

 

Commanders 

Corner:  The year 

2020 has really been 

some kind of a year! I 

hope each of you have 

stayed healthy so far 

this year by washing 

your hands, keeping a 

distance from other 

people when out, and wearing you mask. This is not over 

yet. 

   Over the last 12 months we have tried to stay busy. The 

Jr. shooting program with the Cary HS NROTC has got 

off to a good start with one member of the team making 

the State Championship round in February. Oratorical 

contest was a big success, and we had a highly successful 

yard sale. 

    Other activities were three food drives for Dorcas, two 

blood drives with the Blood Connection, Memorial Day, 

and Veterans Day events. Both the concession trailer and 

the utility trailers were sold. Now we are learning how to 

use Zoom. 

   We are not sure what the first half of 2021 will be like, 

but we are moving forward with the Oratorical contest in 

January. Our First Vice, David Christiansen is doing a 

great job as Chairman of the contest. Our Shooting Team 

has started to practice at the post again. This is a good 

sign of things to come.  

   Our next Post General meeting will be January 12th at 7 

pm (1900 hours) on Zoom, I hope that 

 you will be able to join us as we begin a new year. 

    With the holiday season upon us and Christmas just a 

few weeks away, Jo and I extend our very best wishes. If 

you are traveling please be safe, we want to see you next 

year. Happy New Year!       

 

Your Commander, 

Richard Spyrison 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post 67 Officers & Phone Numbers: 

Richard Spyrison, Post Cmdr.: 919-441-8295 

Wayne Leazer, 1st Vice Cmdr.: 919-319-9062 

David Christiansen, 2nd Vice Cmdr.:919-694-5015 

Ray Martin, Post Adjutant: 919-481-4811 

Shelton Faircloth, Financial Officer: 919-539-1421  

Tim Kenny, Athletic Officer: 919-481-4811—X7 

Maria Faulkner, Post Chaplain: 919-851-9838 

Eugene Meyle, Post Service Officer: 417-234-7608 

Curtis Leary, Public Relations: 919-270-2136 

We still need a  Sergeant at Arms, Judge Advocate and 

Historian so if you are interested in either of these PEC 

positions, please notify the Post Commander or Gene 

Meyle. Support your Post. 

 

President Trump’s Veterans’ HOT LINE number (1- 

855- 948- 2311). If you need to get something done, call 

the Hotline. 
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JESUS, THE PERFECT GIFT 

JESUS, our SAVIOR, is the best Christmas gift that can 

be given to the world.  Salvation is the only gift that lasts 

for all eternity, the one gift that gives people not only 

peace for today but also hope for tomorrow, lasting free-

dom and eternal joy. 

The birth of Jesus is foundational to our faith.  Without 

the birth of Jesus, there is no life. Without the life of Je-

sus, there is no death.  Without the death of Jesus, there is 

no resurrection.  Without the resurrection of Jesus, we 

have no faith, no forgiveness of sins, no eternal life, and 

no hope.  

Let us not forget that it is the birth of Jesus that we cele-

brate during this joyous season of Christmas, remember-

ing that God chose to give us the greatest gift in history – 

the SAVIOR of the world. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A BLESSED NEW 

YEAR! 

Chaplain Marie 

Financial Officer Input: 

As Santa travels from border to border, it is gratifying 

knowing that your finances are in order, all bills are paid 

and the reindeer are full, you can drink your eggnog and 

sing your yule.  We have tissue and hand sani while Ms 

Claus overlooks the elves,our post is in good hands and 

Dorcus, thanks to you all, has stocked shelves. Continue 

to be blessed for a year in review, let us help as much as 

possible any Veteran whose bills are due.  As this year 

ends, and we put 2020 in our rearview, I bid you a Happy 

Holidays, and to all a GOOD MORNING to...... 

--Shelton M. Faircloth  

 

 

 

Christmas Tradition: 

On the next column is Gene 

Meyle’s family tradition, Odessa-Style Mushroom in 

Sour Cream.  Let’s give it a try. 
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Our QR Code that will link your smart 

phone to our web site. Try it out.  If you 

have trouble doing this, contact the Edi-

tor.  Copy it and paste to your Post 67 

Legion business cards like I do. 

Results of our Food Drive in November Plus our Post 

Commander Richard Spyrison giving the Dorcas Minis-

tery a check/cash as per our agreement with Dorcas in 

feeding a veteran in need whenever our Post calls upon 

them for assistance.  A win-win agreement. Thanks to all 

that made the Food Drive a huge success. We are blessed. 

 

I trust you all had a great Thanksgiving under the COVID

-19 rules and regs. It was different to say the least at my 

home as we were split between two homes but shared the 

dinner items. Playing it safe as four of our family mem-

bers work with the public and are exposed to whatever 

floats around so the 11 month old great grandchild was 

protected from them. Editor. 
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The Unit 67 Auxiliary’s Christmas Tree contest entry. 

Good luck ladies, beautiful job. Located on Academy 

Street, downtown Cary. 

Family 

Christmas 

Traditions 

from Post 

67 Members 
 

 

At the PEC meeting this month it was decided that Post 

members could submit their Family Traditions for the 

December Howler. Here are some of the responses. 

 

 

 

 

Here's one our family's season traditions, giving to others we 

don't know just because they are in need of help. 

It takes great courage to ask for and accept outside help....but 

as we tell those we help, their courage to seek help, provides 

us with the awesome Christmas gift of giving to others....and 

receiving the blessings of their smiles warming our hearts.   

Contributed by: Ray E Martin, Tish and Jared. 

Members Information: 

The last Tuesday of each month, American Legion National Head-

quarters staff and other leadership will present 60 to 90-minute ses-

sions on topics aimed at post commanders and adjutants. These ses-

sions are conducted through Microsoft Teams.  The December ses-

sion will be held Tuesday, Dec. 29, at 7 p.m. EST. 

The topic is how The American Legion helps veterans through four 

of its programs: Mission Blue Post Assistance Program, Operation 

Comfort Warriors, the National Emergency Fund and Temporary 

Financial Assistance. American Legion National Headquarters pro-

gram staff will present the training session. A link to attend the train-

ing session will be available at legion.org/training/training-tuesdays 

Editor: Curtis Leary 

Articles should be sent to me no later than the Thursday morning 

following our PEC meeting on the 1st Tuesday of the month.  

legion.org/training/training-tuesdays
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Our QR Code that will link your 

smart phone to our web site. Try it 

out.  If you have trouble doing this, 

contact the Editor.  Copy it and paste 

to your Post 67 Legion business 

cards, emails, facebook, etc.  like I 

do.  

Christmas Memories: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My grandchildren were so bored Thanksgiving weekend 

so I decided to allow them, ages 9 and 7, to decorate the 

Christmas tree. From the time they started until the fin-

ished product they had fun, only taking two ice cream 

breaks. They turned on the rocking Santa for music, sing-

ing as they decorated. I usually place pinecones neatly in 

the tree, but they made a game of throwing them into the 

tree and wherever the pinecones landed was where they 

stayed.   

 

Most of the lights are at the bottom of the tree, and if you 

notice all the gift boxes are stacked on top of each other. 

My 9 year old grandson put the ornaments on the tree as 

my 7 year old granddaughter handed them to him.  

 

My job was to move the chair around the tree so my 

grandson could put the branches in and decorations at the 

top of the tree. Oh, I was allowed to put the angel on top 

only because they could not reach it even using a chair 

and they were too heavy for me to lift up. Even I had to 

stand in a chair. 

 

Guess what? I wouldn't change a thing on this tree be-

cause my grands put their all into decorating it. Next year 

will probably be the same but I know they will get better 

with time and as they age. It is important to give them a 

chance to express themselves. 

 

Just like our walk with the Lord. We learn as we grow 

and as we go about doing our Father's will. God bless you 

with a Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year.  

 

Chaplain Marie Faulkner 
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American Legion Post 67 invites High School stu-

dents 

in Cary to compete in speech contest. 

Winners will earn scholarship money; chance to com-

pete in national finals 

 

High school students of Cary, North Carolina have been 

invited by Post No. 67 of The American Legion to com-

pete in the 2021 Annual American Legion High School 

Oratorical Scholarship Program.  The invitation to enter 

the competition was extended today by Post Oratorical 

Chairman-David Christiansen.                           
The contest is open to US citizens under the age of 20 

and currently enrolled in grades 9-12. Contestants must 

attend an educational institution with in the state or state 

accredited homeschool. This speech contest is designed 

to provide those in the contest the opportunity to in-

crease their knowledge of the U. S. Constitution and 

with public speaking skills that can help them with their 

advancement in their chosen profession. The main com-

ponent of the contest is a prepared oration that must be 

about some phase of the Constitution of the United 

States, emphasizing the duties and obligations of a citi-

zen to the United States government.  The prepared ora-

tion must be the original effort of each contestant and 

must be 8-10 minutes in length.  An assigned topic ora-

tion of three to five minutes in duration is designed to 

test the speaker’s knowledge of the subject.  The as-

signed topic is given to the speakers at the appropriate 

tine during the contest from a list of four.  These four 

assigned topics about specific sections of the Constitu-

tion or Amendments are known and studied by the con-

testants before the speech contest. 

In addition to the awards by winners of the various elimi-

nation rounds of competition, college scholarships of 

$25,000, $22,000, and $20,000 will be awarded to the 

first through third places in the national finals.  Each state 

winner who competes in the first round of the national 

contest will receive a $2,000 scholarship.  Participants in 

the second round who do not advance to the national final 

round will receive an additional $2,000 scholarship.  The 

top three youth orators who have won all previous elimi-

nation rounds of the contest will vie for top honors in the 

national contest in April in Indianapolis. 

The American Legion will pay the expenses of state win-

ners at the national contest. The post contest in Cary is 

now scheduled for January 9, 2021. 

Students interested in entering the competition can ob-

tain complete contest rules and information by contact-

ing Mr. Christiansen at: dchristi@gmail.com or calling 

(919) 694-5015. 

For additional information, please visit www.legion.org/

oratorical  

Individual Estimate Letters for Phase One of the SBP

-DIC Offset Phased Elimination - Coming to Your 

Mailbox in December 

Congress enacted changes to the Survivor Benefit Plan 

(SBP) that will eventually eliminate the offset for surviv-

ing spouses who are also receiving Dependency and In-

demnity Compensation (DIC) from the Department of 

Veterans Affairs (VA). January 1, 2021 begins the first 

phase of the "Phase-Out of Reduction of Survivor Bene-

fit Plan Survivor Annuities by Amount of Dependency 

and Indemnity Compensation," as directed by the Na-

tional Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal 

Year 2020. Spouse SBP annuitants who are subject to 

the offset may see the first change in the SBP annui-

ty payment they receive on February 1, 2021. 

To help you understand how the 2021 changes will 

affect your payment, we are mailing you a letter with 

an individual estimate for how the first phase of the 

elimination will affect you. Please note these are pre-

estimates based on current information (with a 1.3% 

COLA), and the actual amounts in 2021 may differ 

slightly from the pre-estimates.  

Letters will be mailed in early December.  Please do 

not call our Customer Care Center for your esti-

mate.  

For more info go to: https://www.dfas.mil/

RetiredMilitary/survivors/SBP-DIC-News/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.legion.org/oratorical
http://www.legion.org/oratorical
https://www.dfas.mil/RetiredMilitary/survivors/SBP-DIC-News/
https://www.dfas.mil/RetiredMilitary/survivors/SBP-DIC-News/
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Poem Submitted by: Wayne Leazer. 

 

Here is an example of Post 67 Holiday tradition... pack-

ing and delivering food boxes for area needy citizens... 

twenty 22 boxes were delivered to the residents of Cary 

Central Elderly Housing, Frank delivered two boxes to 

people he knows of, and Ray delivered one box to one of 

our Auxiliary Unit 67 members. Thanks to Jill Denton of 

the Dorcas Shop Pantry for setting aside the food items 

we packed in 25 Lowe's medium sized moving boxes 

Ray picked up, the Cary VFW, the ladies of the Ameri-

can Legion Post 67 Auxiliary and Legionnaires. Lets 

keep this tradition going. 
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Wayne Leazer’s home, all dressed up for Christmas. 

 

More Family Traditions: 

In the Leary family tradition, an Angel goes to the top of 

the tree, the same one that sat atop our very first Christ-

mas tree as husband and wife back in 1956. It is getting a 

little worn out, has been fixed a couple of times from all 

the moving we did in the military but it still shines, re-

minding us that something special happened 2000 years 

ago that has changed the world. Christ was born. 

In addition to that, it is a must that Sybil cooks a chicken 

to make chicken soup the way her mother and grand-

mother made it. Then takes the chicken and makes chick-

en salad to be used for breakfast on Christmas morning. 

We bundle up the soup and salad and take to our daugh-

ters home where we have toasted chicken salad sandwich-

es on white bread with butter spread on the toasted bread 

and a bowl of chicken soup along with the sandwich.  

Then the presents are opened.  Now off to our son’s home 

to repeat the same thing.  Now with the grandkids grown, 

some with families of their own plus three living in Char-

lotte, things will change and they will start their own tra-

ditions.  Whether that carry on our tradition is up to them 

but this year they have asked Sybil to continue on as they 

look forward to the traditional breakfast one way or an-

other.  

 

Wisdom:  Hanukkah – “To Dedicate”. 

Hanukkah is a celebration of lights that 

is observed primarily by Jews and this 

year it will last from 12-10 to 12-18. 

The Syrian King, Antiochus invaded Jerusalem in 175 

BC, killing large numbers of Jews and outlawing Judaism 

as a religion. He even had an altar built to Zeus and 

placed it in the sacred Jewish Temple. To further disre-

spect the Jews, pigs were regularly sacrificed on the altar, 

knowing their dislike of pork. 

Mattathias, a Jewish priest and his 5 sons started a revolt 

and even though greatly outnumbered, they were success-

ful in defeating Antiochus’s army. The temple was 

cleaned and the eternal oil lamp was lit. According to 

Jewish tradition, the lamp should only burn pure olive oil; 

however there was only enough pure oil available to last 

for one day. 

It took 8 days for new oil to be properly prepared, but the 

lamp miraculously continued to burn without interruption 

during those 8 days, allowing the temple to be rededicat-

ed. The 8 day festival of light was started to commemo-

rate this miracle. A 9 flame menorah is used represent 

each day the oil was sustained with the center flame as 

the original one day supply. Each day of the feast another 

flame is lit until all flames are burning. It is a dedication 

of God’s rescue and supply. 

Witt: Bubba’s Dutch neighbor was explaining how their 

flag reminded him of their heavy taxes. “I turn Red when 

discussing it, White when I get the bill and Blue as I send 

in the funds.” Bubba said, “It is about the same in the 

USA where our taxes are so high, we also see Stars.”  


